Background
Acute liver failure related to hepatitis B infection may occur after acute HBV infection or during an exacerbation (flare) of a chronic HBV infection. The condition is associated with a very high morbidity and mortality rate.
Case report
We present the diagnosis and management difficulties of a four-case series admitted to our clinic during the last year, with severe acute liver failure, with encephalopathy that required medical management, intensive care and organ support, including artificial extracorporeal liver support.
Conclusion
In the presence of acute liver failure and serological evidence of hepatitis B viral infection, differentiating between acute infection and exacerbation (flare) of chronic infections remains a challenge. Mortality rates remain high inspite of recent medical advance. 
